
– 1 – vector by freepik

UNITE-Summer 
School 
2022
Sustainability in Schools and 
Teacher Education: International 
Perspectives and Impulses

PROGRAM, 
ABSTRACTS & GUIDANCE



PROGRAM, 
ABSTRACTS & GUIDANCE

Sustainability in Schools and Teacher Education: 
International Perspectives and Impulses
19.-23. September 2022

Dep. 93 / International Mobility & Center for Teacher Education (ZfL)

Find more 
infos here

https://zfl.uni-koeln.de/projekte/unite-cologne/international-summer-school-2022




TABLE OF CONTENT 

Timetable of the week  ..................................................................................................................................................6
Timetable Monday, 19.09.  ............................................................................................................................................7
Monday Abstracts  ..........................................................................................................................................................8

Situated Instruction in Language Classes: A Tool for Diversity Awareness  ................................................................. 8
Anthropological perspectives on sustainability  ................................................................................................................ 8
Transformative learning as a chance to tackle social and environmental problems with sustainable 
approaches – does that work for you?  ............................................................................................................................... 9
Creating a Consciousness of Sustainability: Poetry in the Classroom .......................................................................... 9
Education for Sustainable Development in Teacher Education: Perspectives and challenges in practice 
and research  .........................................................................................................................................................................10

Timetable Tuesday, 20.09.  ......................................................................................................................................... 11
Tuesday Abstracts  ...................................................................................................................................................... 12

Professional Development Schools: A Sustainable Approach to Addressing Challenges in Schools and 
Teacher Education  ...............................................................................................................................................................12
Cartographies of the gaze other: education for sustainability  ....................................................................................12
Study Abroad While Staying at Home: A Case Study of a Virtual Intercultural Project on German Forest  .........13
An overview of the history of the Vietnamese education system - sustainability then and now  ..........................13
Chemistry & sustainability (in primary schools)  .............................................................................................................14
Time for Co-Creation and Action for Sustainabilty. Margret Rasfeld‘s FREI DAY  ......................................................14
Sustainable Education for Sustainable Development  ...................................................................................................14



Timetable Wednesday, 21.09.  ................................................................................................................................... 16
Wednesday Abstracts  ................................................................................................................................................. 17

Green Office Initiative  ..........................................................................................................................................................17
Interactive lecture: The Blue Planet Project  ....................................................................................................................17

Timetable Thursday, 22.09.  ....................................................................................................................................... 18
Thursday Abstracts  ..................................................................................................................................................... 19

How Can We Read When Our Beds Are Burning? Teaching English Literature in Terrible Times  ........................19
Rooting sustainability in schools: exploring ecosystem services of trees and promoting scientific literacy .......19
Taking actions for ESD (Education for Sustainable Development)  ..............................................................................20
Regional food = climate-friendly food? Regarding diet carbon footprints from a life cycle perspective  .............20
Who is afraid of climate change? Postcolonial perspectives on the apocalypse  ......................................................21
Creative methods in educational research: The school, the other and the possibility of the common  ..............21
Implementing Education for Sustainable Development at Rundu Campus: Perceptions of Teacher Educators  ..22

Timetable Friday, 23.09.  ............................................................................................................................................. 23
Friday Abstract  ............................................................................................................................................................ 24

Teaching about controversial sustainability issues  .......................................................................................................24
Our speaker  ................................................................................................................................................................. 25



– 6 –

TIMETABLE OF THE WEEK
Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9:00

9:30 Morning coffee
main venue

Morning coffee
main venue

Morning coffee
main venue

10:00 Arrival and registration 
main venue 

10:30

11:00

11:30 Coffee break

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00 break

15:30

16:00 Coffee break Coffee break Coffee break

16:30

17:00

17:30

evening Evening activities City tour Conference dinner Museum

Interactive Welcome
main venue

Lunch break

Evening Lecture
Main venue

Parallel Workshops
Rooms: S22, S23, S24, S25

Morning Lecture 1+2
main venue

Lunch break Lunch break
(self-organized) Lunch break

Parallel Workshops
Rooms: S22, S23, S24, S25

Parallel Workshops
Rooms: S12, S22, S23, 

S24, S25

Morning Lecture 1+2
main venue

School Visits

Evening Lecture
Main venue

Information Event
Hörsaal G

Information Event
Hörsaal G

Exchange About 
School Visits

Hörsaal G

Impulse
main venue

Interactive Farewell
main venue
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TIMETABLE MONDAY, 19.09.
10:00 - 10:30 Arrival and registration @ main venue 

10.30 - 12:30 Interactive Welcome

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:30 Coffee break

16:30 - 18:00
Evening Lecture
Education for Sustainable Development in Teacher Education: 
Perspectives and challenges in practice and research
Prof. Marco Rieckmann (University Vechta, Germany)

18:00 Welcome-reception @ Center for Teacher Education

WORKSHOP A
Room: S25

Situated Instruction in 
Language Classes: A Tool  
for Diversity Awareness

Carlos Solís 
(Universidad de Guadalajara, 
Mexico)

WORKSHOP B
Room: S24

Anthropological 
perspectives on 
sustainability 

PD Dr. Michaela Haug
(University of Cologne, 
Germany)

WORKSHOP D
Room: S22

Creating a Consciousness of 
Sustainability: Poetry in the 
Classroom

Dr. Harry Roddy 
(University of South Alabama, 
USA)

WORKSHOP C (Online)
Room: S23

Transformative learning as a chance 
to tackle social and environmental 
problems with sustainable approaches – 
does that work for you?

Prof. Ingrid Geier, Mag. Robert Hummer 
and Dr. Sandra Milz (Pädagogische 
Hochschule Stefan Zweig, Austria)
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MONDAY ABSTRACTS 
Situated Instruction in Language Classes: 
A Tool for Diversity Awareness.
Carlos Solís 
Universidad de Guadalajara (Mexico)

In this presentation and using the example of foreign 
language courses with Mexican students, the speaker 
will present the advantages that the Situated Teaching 
Model represents not only for the acquisition of a se-
cond or third language, but also to connect teacher 
and educational institutions with social reality and the 
environment surrounding the learners. This allows to 
reinforce the link between the target language-culture 
and the learner‘s culture and to promote critical and 
intercultural dialogue for the construction of a global 
perspective of citizenship that respects plurality. 

Anthropological perspectives on sustainability
Dr. Michaela Haug, PD 
University of Cologne (Germany)

We live in an era characterized by climate change, bio-
diversity loss, increasing pollution of soils, water and air 
by waste and pollutants, and continuous deforestation. 
In response to this ecological crisis and in anticipation of 
further rapid and profound environmental change many 
local and global initiatives aim to shape greener, more 
just and caring futures. “Sustainability” thereby serves as 
a core concept, a guiding principle and a common goal. 
However, there are very different ideas about what a 
sustainable future should look like, what values it should 
be related to and how far-reaching societal transforma-
tions should and must be in order to achieve it. In this 
workshop we will look at “sustainability” from a critical, 
anthropological perspective, question its potential and 
explore the strengths and weaknesses of a concept that 
is used as a figurehead for so many different and some-
times even contradictory visions of the future.
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Transformative learning as a chance to tackle social and environmental 
problems with sustainable approaches - does that work for you?
Prof. Ingrid Geier, Mag. Robert Hummer, Dr. Sandra Milz 
Salzburg University of Education Stefan Zweig (Austria)

In view of the intensification of major challenges and key issues (e.g. climate 
change, injustices), necessary changes are required not only at various levels 
of coexistence, but also in the educational context. The importance of trans-
formative learning (TL) takes on a new meaning. Change processes require 
a common view of education, society and the environment in order to bring 
about a sustainable socio-ecological transformation. TL, which is based on 
fundamental democratic values, children‘s and human rights and the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDG), can contribute to educational policy at 
university level. But which socio-ecological transformation processes can 
be implemented in educational contexts to initiate changes? The workshop 
would like to discuss initial considerations of how a participatory research 
design can be designed, based on questioning subjective theories and beliefs 
of student teachers and regarding the function of schools and a culture of 
democracy. What are your ideas getting involved?
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Education for Sustainable 
Development in Teacher Education: 
Perspectives and challenges in 
practice and research
Prof. Marco Rieckmann 
University Vechta (Germany)

Teacher education is a key prerequi-
site for the promotion of education 
for sustainable development (ESD) 
at schools. Whether school-based 
education processes and the schools 
themselves can be shaped as sus-
tainable educational institutions, 
depends largely on the knowledge, 
competencies, attitudes and values of 
the teachers. The keynote lecture will 
give an overview of the basics of ESD 
as well as the teaching competencies 
required for ESD. In addition, current 
focal points of research on ESD in 
teacher education will be described 
and research gaps will be identified. 
Finally, the practical implementation 
of ESD in teacher education will be 
described and reflected on using Ger-
many as an example.

Creating a Consciousness of Sustainability: Poetry in the Classroom
Dr. Harry Louis Roddy 
University of South Alabama (United States of America)

The work of creating a sustainable future is usually only thought of in 
terms of technical solutions, and is thus typically left to the scientists and 
engineers. However, if homo sapiens is to have a chance to survive the 
coming catastrophes wrought by climate change and ecological degra-
dation, this technical know-how will have to be accompanied by radical 
change in the way we as a species think. A sustainable mindset will be 
necessary for the creation of a sustainable future.
Although it occupies an ever-diminishing position in increasingly STEM-fo-
cused curricula, the study of literature in general and poetry in particular 
can play vital roles in generating a consciousness of sustainability. In “The 
Defence of Poetry,” Percy Bysshe Shelley maintains that, “a man, to be 
greatly good, must imagine intensely and comprehensively; he must put 
himself in the place of another and of many others; the pains and plea-
sures of his species must become his own.” The study of poetry is one 
of the most powerful means of directly accessing the imagination, and 
unshackling the mind from the consumption mindset that has been the 
hallmark of the Anthropocene era.
In this session, I will present a brief talk in which I will illustrate how en-
gagement with poetry can contribute to the creation of a consciousness 
of sustainability. In the second-half of my session, I will lead a hands-on 
workshop in which small groups participants will work directly with par-
ticular German poems (in German and English translations) to create 
methods for employing poetry in the classroom as a means of generating 
a deeper imaginative awareness of sustainability among their students.
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TIMETABLE TUESDAY, 20.09. 
09:30 - 10:00 Morning coffee @ main venue 

10:00 - 11:30
Morning Lecture 1 
Professional Development Schools: A Sustainable Approach to Addressing Challenges in Schools and Teacher Education
Dr. Kevin O’Connor & Jessica Lee Wah (Mount Royal University, Canada)

11:30 - 13:00
Morning Lecture 2 
Cartographies of the gaze other: education for sustainability 
Prof. Silvia Grinberg (National University of San Martin, Argentina)

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:30 Coffee break

16:30 - 18:00
Evening Lecture (Hybrid)
Sustainable Education for Sustainable Development
Marcel Vorage (Salzburg University of Education Stefan Zweig – Austria)

19:00 - 20:30 City walking tour

WORKSHOP A
Room: S25

Study Abroad While Staying at Home: 
A Case Study of a Virtual Intercultural 
Project on German Forest

Dr. Maris Saagpaak 
(Tallinn University, Estonia)

WORKSHOP B
Room: S24

An overview of the history of the 
Vietnamese education system – 
sustainability then and now

Dr. Ha Hai Hoang (Hanoi National 
University of Education, Vietnam)

WORKSHOP D
Room: S22

Time for Co-Creation and 
Action for Sustainabilty. 
Margret Rasfeld‘s FREI DAY

Miriam Remy 
(FREI DAY,  Germany)

WORKSHOP C
Room: S23

Chemistry & sustainability 
(in primary schools)

Dr. Thomas Fischer 
(University of Cologne,  
Germany)
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TUESDAY ABSTRACTS 
Professional Development Schools: 
A Sustainable Approach to Addressing Challenges
in Schools and Teacher Education
Dr. Kevin O’Connor & Jessica Lee Wah 
Mount Royal University (Canada)

The Professional Development School (PDS) model is one example of 
our commitment to school-university partnerships and provides a third 
space where mentor teachers, teacher candidates and faculty members 
can reflect, address and research the complexities that arise in our cur-
rent educational contexts. The benefit of this PDS model is it enhances 
school practice, as well as individual practice of new teacher candidates, 
as teaching and learning for all members of the school and university 
communities is transformed.
The PDS approach is designed to strengthen teacher candidates and 
beginning teachers’ clinical practice and support the transition from 
beginning teachers to early career teachers. In turn, reducing teacher 
attrition rates by exposing the participants to the barriers and strategic 
approaches to supporting and maintaining relationships and clinical 
experiences for members of the school and university communities that 
are important for sustainable success. This presentation will review the 
hybrid spaces theoretical approach and the implementation of the PDS 
model process. 
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Cartographies of the gaze other: 
education for sustainability
Prof. Silvia Grinberg
National University of San Martin (Argentina)

Does the other have a specific gaze? Who is the other 
and which is that other gaze? We propose a cartogra-
phy of the gaze other as the  school lieu for building 
education for sustainability. The question of the other is 
nothing new in societies in general, and neither in edu-
cational debates. We can trace it and its multiple tensi-
ons in the different ways the other, so often rendered 
“barbarian”, has been narrated throughout history. Sus-
tainability and education as public thing entail the crea-
tion of innovative ways to think about the “other” in and 
for a common world. We propose to think schools as a 
meeting place between different ones as well as with the 
other one that is literate culture. Through multisensory 
practice research developed in  schools located in the 
slums of Buenos Aires I will discuss education for sus-
tainability beyond abjection and redemption routes to 
explore semantic possibilities as paths to the narration 
of “the other”. Ways to decentralizing gaze and school as 
space where we can grapple with these times in and in 
response to them. Following Honig, I delve into the idea 
of education as public thing, where takes root the possi-
bility of thinking the world and destabilizing the future. 

Study Abroad While Staying at Home: A Case Study 
of a Virtual Intercultural Project on German Forest
Dr. Maris Saagpakk 
Tallinn University (Estonia)

This case study focuses on intercultural learning of sym-
bolic competence and analyzes the results of a virtual 
project on Memory spaces carried out with Estonian and 
Sri Lankan students in German language classes during 
the pandemic in Fall 2021. By analyzing the students 
oral and written presentations the study displays the 
hermeneutic nature of acquiring symbolic competence. 
The study applies critical discourse analysis to show 
how learning about cultural phenomena both depends 
on the students’ cultural experiences and also shapes 
these.
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An overview of the history of the Vietnamese 
education system – sustainability then and now
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ha Hai Hoang
Hanoi National University of Education (Vietnam)

Education is considered as the most important priority 
in Vietnam’s socio-economic development strategies. 
Although the education system in Vietnam has its short-
comings, the government has made a commitment 
to improve the education system overall with budget 
increases and constant development. The presentation 
provides an overview of the history of the Vietnamese 
education system, and demonstrates how sustainability 
has embedded in this process. Vietnam has nationali-
zed the global 2030 Agenda into a National Action Plan 
to implement the 2030 Agenda with 17 sustainable 
development goals and 115 specific goals in line with 
conditions and priorities. K-12 and Higher education 
institutions (HEIs) have various opportunities to engage 
in and foster sustainable human progress. In Vietnam’s 
education, theses development goals have just attached 
more concerns since 2000. However, the teachers’ and 
students’ perception regarding Education for Sustaina-
ble development (ESD) in Vietnam is different from ESD 
dimensions proposed by UNESCO when these dimensi-
ons do not entirely cover all ideas of the teachers. The 
results also show the empirical base to illustrate anot-
her interpretation of ESD in the situation of Vietnamese 
schools and universities.

Chemistry & sustainability (in primary schools)
Dr. Thomas Fischer 
University of Cologne (Germany)

Solar driven energy conversion is a key aspect in addres-
sing the increasing global need of electricity, commodity 
chemicals (i.e. ammonia, hydrogen, oxygen, etc.) and 
heat. These activities are directly linked to various sustai-
nability development goals (SDGs) of the United Nations 
(UN), for example „clean water“ (SDG6), „affordable and 
clean energy“ (SDG7), „sustainable cities and communi-
ties“ (SDG11) and „responsible consumption and pro-
duction“ (SDG12) just to name a few. In all these aspects 
innovative materials are vital to reach high efficiency, 
stability and availability (i.e. substitution of critical raw 
materials). The impulse will provide an overview of solar 
driven energy conversion technologies (photovoltaics, 
photocatalysis, photoelectrochemical water splitting) 
and ow these technologies can be implemented in diffe-
rent curricula. Moreover, the presentation will highlight 
own activities how sustainability topics can be taught in 
classroom environments and demonstrate hands-on 
experiments.
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Time for Co-Creation and Action for Sustainabilty. 
Margret Rasfeld‘s FREI DAY
Miriam Rey 
FREI DAY (Germany) 

Every week, young people are granted four hours at 
school to deal with current challenges and design suita-
ble projects to contribute to the Global Goals for 2030. 
By implementing their ideas, they not only involve the 
community at school but also address decision makers 
and get into contact with local and global initiatives for 
the protection of the environment and social justice. 
Learn for the planet, act for sustainability!

Sustainable Education for Sustainable Development
Marcel Vorage 
Salzburg University of Education Stefan Zweig (Austria)

How do your pupils perceive ESD? How aware are they of 
their surroundings and its sustainability? Do they leave 
the classroom empowered and intrinsically motivated? 
And what about you? How do you perceive teaching 
ESD? Are you aware of its sustainability? Do you leave 
the classroom empowered and intrinsically motivated? 
Did you ever think of the sustainability of your ESD itself?
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TIMETABLE WEDNDESDAY, 21.09. 
09:00 - 13:00 School Visits

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch break self-organized

14:00 - 15:00 Exchange About School Visits 

15:00 - 15:30 Break

15:30 - 17:00

INFORMATION EVENT @ Hörsaal G

Study and PhD-opportunities in teacher education at the University of Cologne
Jan Veldscholten (30min) – (University of Cologne, Germany)

Green Office Initiative 
Judith Schmidtlein & France Oly (30min) – (University of Cologne, Germany)

Video screening “Voices from abroad”- UNITE Outgoings 2022
Katrin Kaiser (University of Cologne, Germany)

17:00 - 18:00

INTERACTIVE LECTURE @ Hörsaal G

The Blue Planet Project
Dr. Subin Nijhawan, Daniel Emge & Simon Spengler (University Frankfurt, Germany)

20:00 - open end Conference dinner for speaker
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WEDNESDAY ABSTRACTS 
Green Office Initiative 
Judith Schmidtlein & France Oly 
University of Cologne (Germany)

The Green Office Initiative Cologne is a student initiative 
that aims to establish a sustainability office anchored in 
the structure of the University of Cologne according to 
the Green Office model. (https://www.greenofficemo-
vement.org/). The Green Office is intended to promote 
the anchoring of sustainability in the company and the 
establishment of the topic in teaching and research, as 
well as to bundle and support already existing projects 
on the topic of sustainability.

Interactive lecture: The Blue Planet Project
Dr. Subin Nijhawan, Daniel Emge & Simon Spengler 
University Frankfurt (Germany)

This interactive lecture will present The Blue Planet 
project of Goethe University Frankfurt, supported by a 
grant of the German Federal Environmental Foundation 
(DBU). Both a digital learning platform with Open Educa-
tional Resources that were designed within the project 
as well as digital tools from a student-driven seminar 
enable participants to interactively delve deeper into the 
philosophy of the transdisciplinary project. Thereafter, 
we will present findings from #savetheblueplanet, a 
multilingual online conference about wildlife conserva-
tion for students from grades 8-13. Participants will be 
able to interactively contribute to the last part of the lec-
ture, the lessons learned, with the goal to define a few 
theoretical and conceptual pillars about sustainability in 
schools and teacher education.

Web resources: www.theblueplanetproject.de
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TIMETABLE THURSDAY, 22.09.
09:30 - 10:00 Morning coffee @ main venue 

10:00 - 11:30
Morning Lecture 3 
How Can We Read When Our Beds Are Burning? Teaching English Literature in Terrible Times 
Jun.-Prof. Roman Bartosch (University of Cologne, Germany)

11:30 - 13:00
Morning Lecture 4 (Hybrid)
Rooting sustainability in schools: exploring ecosystem services of trees and promoting scientific literacy 
Prof. Angela Hof & Dr. Carola Helletsgruber (University Salzburg PLUS, Austria)

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:30 Coffee break

18:00 - 19:00 Museum

WORKSHOP A 
(Online)
Room: S25

Taking actions for 
ESD (Education for 
Sustainable 
Development)

Dr. Nguyen Phuong Thao 
(Hanoi National University 
of Education, Vietnam) 

WORKSHOP B
Room: S24

Regional food = 
climate-friendly food? 
Regarding diet carbon 
footprints from a life 
cycle perspectiv

Johanna Rütt
(University of Cologne,  
Germany)

WORKSHOP D
Room: S22

Creative methods in 
educational research: 
The school, the other
 and the possibility of 
the common

Prof. Silvia Grinberg
(Universidad National 
de San Martín, 
Argentina)

WORKSHOP E 
(Hybrid)
Room: S12

Implementing Education for 
Sustainable Development at 
Rundu Campus: Perceptions 
of Teacher Educators

Prof Cornelia N.S. Shaimema-
nya & Dr. Mathilde Shihako 
(University of Namibia)

WORKSHOP C
Room: S23

Who is afraid of climate 
change? Postcolonial 
perspectives on the 
apocalypse

Dr. Franz Krause 
(University of Cologne, 
Germany)
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How Can We Read When Our Beds Are Burning?  
Teaching English Literature in Terrible Times
Jun.-Prof. Roman Bartosch 
University of Cologne (Germany)

In light of incrementing and increasingly disturbing warnings from the 
scientific community as well as of social movements such as Fridays 
for Future and Extinction Rebellion, it should come as no surprise that 
Education for Sustainability is becoming more and more recognised in 
educational research and policy documents. And yet, the role of Eng-
lish – and of literary learning in particular – is far from clear. Teaching 
suggestions often revolve around the idea that reading should focus 
on the retrieval of facts and engender some kind of scientific literacy 
or inspire the right emotions and values, while literary competences 
and the specifics of fiction are only playing a minor role. In addition, 
connections between environmental and other emergencies, such as 
social and political unrest, or the growing pressure of future anxieties 
on student mental health, have yet to be integrated into sustainability 
frameworks. After a critical review of extant teaching suggestions and 
a brief survey of work in the Environmental Humanities, I will make 
a case for the potential of a novel understanding of Climate Change 
Literacy for the well-being and the empowerment of learners in times 
of unprecedented crisis. 

THURSDAY ABSTRACTS
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Rooting sustainability in schools: exploring eco-
system services of trees and promoting scientific 
literacy
Prof. Angela Hof & Dr. Carola Helletsgruber 
University Salzburg PLUS (Austria)

Crucial issues and societal challenges – according to 
Klaffki – call for an education that not only provides 
powerful disciplinary knowledge but goes beyond 
and fosters networked, cross-linking thinking. Climate 
change ranks top among these crucial issues, yet the 
topic does not easily fit into curricula. Just like ecosystem 
services - an integrated concept that has difficulty to find 
its way into a world divided into silos. Crucial issues and 
integrated concepts need to be translated into school 
subjects and university disciplines to promote futures 
literacy. We present a theoretical introduction on how 
we conceptualize inquiry-based  learning to promote 
networked, cross-linking thinking on ecosystem services 
of trees and how this is connected with climate change, 
adaptation and mitigation. We showcase two of our pro-
jects – in the Austrian “Sparkling Science” and “Talents 
Regional – Children, Companies and the World of Re-
search” funding schemes – and share our experiences 
on implementing  inquiry-based  learning with schools, 
focusing on students’ and teachers’ experiences in these 
transformational educational settings.

Taking actions for ESD  
(Education for Sustainable Development)
Nguyen Phuong Thao, PhD 
Hanoi National University of Education (Vietnam)

The sizeable challenges to sustainable development (SD) 
facing human beings demand a fundamental change in 
the way we think and act in order to attain more sustai-
nable living. This requires the knowledge, skills, values 
and attitudes that mobilize people to confront sustai-
nability-related issues and to become change-makers 
(UNESCO 2017a). Thus, this invites the engagement of 
education as not just a goal but a means in achieving 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).   As teachers 
play an important role in modelling pro-environmental 
behavior to their students, this workshop will provide 
participants (pre-service teachers) an overview of ESD 
and its approaches. Then they will be invited to parti-
cipate in some interactive activities to reflect on which 
actions they are willing to take to contribute to ESD in 
their personal lifestyle and in teaching.
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Regional food = climate-friendly food?
Regarding diet carbon footprints from a life cycle 
perspective 
Johanna Rütt 
University of Cologne (Germany)

Rising greenhouse gas emissions represent one of the 
biggest challenges of our time. Almost everything we 
do leads to greenhouse gas emissions and our food 
consumption is no exception. Individual food choices 
can have a key role in climate change mitigation. Con-
fusing or inconsistent information can leave consumers 
with questions. Transport of food all across the globe 
seems not to be sustainable while consuming regional 
food may represent a climate-friendly alternative. But is 
that true? A holistic view on this topic is urgently nee-
ded to consider emissions in food production, retail 
and consumption. This workshop explores where along 
the supply chain greenhouse gas emissions of different 
food products arise to formulate recommendations 
for climate-friendly diets. Depending on the product, it 
seems like different life cycle stages might play distinct 
roles. This workshop will also provide insights on how to 
critically evaluate the climate impact of dietary patterns. 
It will touch on the importance of animal product con-
sumption in diets to answer one of the most intensively 
discussed questions in public: Can a plant-based diet be 
a solution to mitigate emissions, save our climate and 
secure a sustainable future? 

Who is afraid of climate change?  
Postcolonial perspectives on the apocalypse
Dr. Franz Krause 
University of Cologne (Germany)

Climate change is threatening to spell an end to the 
world as we know it. What does this mean? And what 
does it imply? Former colonial subjects across the world 
are currently among the most vulnerable people in the 
face of climatic shifts. But they also experience this pro-
cess in a way that differs substantially from the coloni-
zers and their descendants. This workshop will discuss 
climate change from a post-colonial perspective. How 
does climate change look and feel if it is not the end of 
a previously stable world, but only the most recent ons-
laught of destruction originating in the colonial centers? 
What if the world has already been upended through 
previous colonial violence, and the current events are 
an echo of ongoing violence rather than unprecedented 
crises? The workshop will work through a number of 
examples and attempt to draw conclusions for the work 
of teachers in current times.
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Creative methods in educational research: The 
school, the other and the possibility of the common
Prof. Silvia Grinberg
National University of San Martin (Argentina)

We live in an increased culture of procedimentalism and 
ego. Digital culture allows absorption of the image, its 
rational use but also a certain world rationalization that 
involves how we view and see ourselves and the other(s). 
In this framework, I propose educational research based 
on creative methods based as the space for the produc-
tion and circulation of words, for conceptualizing and 
thinking the world. Following Brtizman (1992) “pedagogy 
refers to the unknown … more often than not, things 
do not go according to plan…” (151). This becomes the 
basis to think in educational research as an approach to 
the voices, contradictions and overlaps of daily schools’ 
life. Researching in schools reclaims being part and in 
between the lines of force that are involves in the ever-
yday making. Discussing fieldwork results in developed 
in Buenos Aires metropolitan region, I’ll delve into crea-
tive methods as research assemblages that help as to 
produce to explore semantic possibilities as paths to the 
narration of life experiences. The challenge is to create 
spaces where the experience can become knowable by 
creating common spaces of thought and problematiza-
tion of the world.

Implementing Education for Sustainable  
Development at Rundu Campus: Perceptions  
of Teacher Educators
Prof Cornelia N.S. Shaimemanya & Dr. Mathilde Shihako
University of Namibia

University of Namibia Ever since the UN Decade on Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development (UNDESD), there 
has been a significant focus on research in Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) in initial teacher edu-
cation. However, there has been less specific focus on 
the ‘voices’ of teachers who have been involved in ESD 
teaching: the documentation of their perceptions of ef-
fective pedagogy for the development of their students 
learning and, importantly, the development of their own 
concepts and values in relation to sustainability educa-
tion as a result of implementing ESD related topics. This 
paper highlights the development of pre-and lower pri-
mary teachers’ own understanding of, and values about 
the place of ESD in the curriculum. The paper presents 
an analysis of the perceptions of teachers on the ESD 
implementation.  [It is anticipated that teachers would 
report on benefits gained from the participation in ESD 
activities as well as challenges].



– 23 –

TIMETABLE FRIDAY, 23.09.

09:30 - 10:00 Morning Coffee

10:00 - 11:30

Impulse
Teaching about controversial sustainability issues
Prof. Leif Östman, Petra Hansson, Dr. Stefan Bengtsson 
(Uppsala University, Sweden)
Michael Håkansson 
(Stockholm University, Sweden)

11:30 - 12:00 Coffee break

12:00 - 13:00

Interactive Farewell
Sustainability in Schools and Teacher Education
host: Dr. Jan Springob
participants: tba
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FRIDAY ABSTRACTS
Teaching about controversial sustainability issues
Prof. Leif Östman, Petra Hansson, Dr. Stefan Bengtsson, 
Michael Håkansson 
Uppsala & Stockholm University (Sweden)

In this session we will explore what controversy means 
for teaching about sustainability issues. Controversy 
can be seen to be involved in many, if not all, teaching 
that takes up content related to sustainability. Think of 
content like “climate change”, “migration”, “economic 
growth” which is linked to environmental, social and 
economic sustainability, for example as expressed in 
the form of the Global Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and their indicator framework. Accordingly, tea-
ching that addresses sustainability is likely to encounter 
controversies, in the form of conflicting social perspecti-
ves or scientific uncertainty/debate.
In this session we will a) provide an overview of findings 
from research within the field of environmental and sus-
tainability education research regarding teaching about 
controversial issues, b) discuss different traditions of 
handling knowledge or political conflict in sustainability 
education as well as c) explore through exercises how 
different approaches to handling controversy can be 

enacted in the classroom. The session will combine in-
formative presentations about findings and theoretical 
frameworks with workshop style explorations of how 
these frameworks can be put into action in teaching. The 
ambition is to provide participants with an overview of 
different traditions’ ambitions (why) of engaging with 
controversy and how these ambitions are put into  
action (how) in teaching.
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OUR SPEAKER

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Roman Bartosch 
University of Cologne, English  
Department II, Germany

Roman Bartosch is Associate Profes-
sor of Teaching Anglophone Litera-
tures and Cultures and Director of 
the Interdisciplinary Research Centre for 
Teaching in the Humanities at the Uni-
versity of Cologne, Germany. He is the 
author and editor of 16 books and spe-
cial issues and over 70 scholarly articles 
on sustainable and inclusive education, 
transcultural and multimodal learning, 
and the intersections of literature peda-
gogy and literary theory. A new mono-
graph, Climate Change Literacy (together 
with Julia Hoydis and Jens Martin Gurr) is 
forthcoming with Cambridge University 
Press in 2023.

Carlos Cesar Solis Becerra
University of Guadalajara, Faculity 
of Social Science and Humanities, 
Coordinador de la Maestría 
Interinstitucional en Deutsch als 
Fresmdsprache, Mexico

Carlos Solís is a full-time lecturer at the University of Gua-
dalajara, where he has worked since 2013 in the Faculty 
of Modern Languages. In 2018 he obtained a Master‘s 
degree in Deutsch als Fremdpsrache in the binational 
program that the University of Leipzig offers in collabo-
ration with this Mexican institution and in which he has 
been working as a teacher and coordinator since 2019. 
His areas of specialization in teaching and research are 
in pedagogy, evaluation and Mexican educational policy, 
always focusing on the training of foreign language tea-
chers for the Latin American region. 
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Prof. Dr. Stefan Bengtsson 
Uppsala University, Department of 
Education, Sweden

Stefan Bengtsson (associate professor) is a senior lectu-
rer of didactics at the department of education (Uppsala 
University) and his research is focusing on issues of 
sustainability in education, didactics (curriculum theo-
ry), comparative education, and analysis of teaching and 
instruction. During the period 2015-2018 he has been 
national coordinator for ESD in Sweden and is currently 
deputy link convenor for the Environmental and Sustai-
nability Education network of the European Education 
Research Association. In parallel to his academic work, 
he has been providing technical assistance to internatio-
nal efforts to address sustainability and gender issues in 
education, in particular in the East and South-East Asian 
context. 

Daniel Emge
Goethe University Frankfurt, 
Department for Didactics of 
Biosciences, Blue Planet Project, 
Germany

Daniel Emge studied Biology and History at Goethe Uni-
versity in Frankfurt. After his graduation he became a 
research assistant at the Institute for English and Ameri-
can Studies. In the „Blue Planet Project“  he participated 
in developing learning material for multilingual biodiver-
sity education. Since 2022 he is employed at the Depart-
ment for Didactics of Biosciences. He is working on a 
PhD thesis on non-formal biology teaching and heritage 
education in historic gardens. 
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Prof. Dr. Ingrid Geier
University of Teacher Education 
Salzburg, Austria

Ingrid Geier is professor of Educa-
tional Science at the University of Teacher 
Education Salzburg Stefan Zweig. She is 
teaching methodology, active-citizenship 
learning, and new learning and teaching 
methods. Professor Geier was a Fulbright 
scholar and visiting professor at Uni-
versity of  Hawai‘i at Mānoa, College of 
Social Sciences in 2019. She runs several  
research projects including on self-or-
ganized learning,  active-citizenship lear-
ning, and transformative learning, always 
linking  theory and practice. 

Prof. Dr. Silvia Grinberg
National University of General San 
Martin, Argentina

SILVIA GRINBERG (PhD) is a Pro-
fessor of Sociology of Education and the Director of the 
Human Sciences Research Laboratory (School of Huma-
nities, UNSAM/CONICET). Her work is based in creative 
and community-based methods. In her recent projects 
she focuses on urban cartographies of educational in-
equalities. Her interests cover youth and schooling in 
extreme urban poverty, environmental studies, social in-
clusion and educational inequalities. She has conducted 
several research projects in the slums of Buenos Aires. 
She published six books and numerous chapters and ar-
ticles in academic journals. She has taught postgraduate 
courses and lectures at Latin American, European and 
Canadian universities.
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Prof. Dr. Michaela Haug
Free University of Berlin, Institute of 
Social and Cultural Anthropology, 
Germany

Michaela Haug currently holds a 
visiting professorship at the Free Uni-
versity Berlin. Her research interests 
cover environmental anthropology, 
political ecology, processes of agrarian 
transformations, gender relations and 
the interrelations of environmental and 
social change. Her current research 
project, which is based at the University 
of Cologne, explores how different and 
partly contradicting visions of the future 
influence forest use changes and rela-
ted social, economic and environmental 
transformations in the forested hinter-
lands of Indonesian Borneo. 

Dr. Carola Helletsgruber
University of Salzburg, Department 
of Enviroment and Biodiversity , 
Research Group Urban and  
Landscape Ecology 

Carola Helletsgruber graduated from the 
University of Salzburg with a teaching de-
gree in Biology & Environmental Studies 
and Geography & Economics. Afterwards 
she completed her PhD in Geography 
with a thesis on microclimate regulation 
by urban trees. Currently she is working 
as a senior lecturer for Didactics of Geo-
graphy and Economic Education at the 
University of Salzburg and she teaches 
in the Tourism School Klessheim in Salz-
burg. 
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ha Hai Hoang
Hanoi National University of 
Education, Office for Research 
Affairs, Science and Technology 
Management 

Ha Hai Hoang (Assoc.Prof.Dr) is a senior lecturer and  
Deputy Head of Office for Research Affairs, Science and 
Technology Management at Hanoi National University 
of Education (Vietnam). She earned a Master of Art in 
European Studies from Maastricht University (the Net-
herlands), and a double Doctoral degree in Internatio-
nal/European Politics from Sant‘Anna School of Advan-
ced Studies (Italy) and Ghent University (Belgium) (cum 
laude). Her current research focuses on modern history 
of Vietnam and history of Vietnamese diplomacy. She is 
the author of some conference papers and articles pu-
blished in Asia Europe Journal, International Relations, 
and Contemporary Politics. She worked as Vietnamese 
representative in EU funded projects, including EAST 
- EU-Asia Security and Trade (2018-2022), Competing 
Regional Integrations in Southeast Asia -CRISEA (2018-
2021), etc.  She is a coordinatior of many international 
conferences, academic events and projects co-organi-
zed by HNUE and other universities, organizations.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Angela Hof
University of Salzburg, Department 
of Enviroment and Biodiversity 
, Research Group Urban and 
Landscape Ecology

Angela Hof is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Environment and Biodiversity at the University of Salz-
burg. She is a geographer with a strong research track 
in urban ecology, human-environment interaction and 
social ecology. Interdisciplinary research includes water 
demand in urban-tourist contexts and ecosystem ser-
vices of urban trees. Angela teaches lectures, seminars, 
exercises and field trips in Geography Bachelor and 
Master programs, including teacher training in geo-
graphy and economics education. Angela has lead the 
Sparkling Science project “Urban trees as climate mes-
sengers (2017-2019)” and now co-leads the FFG-pro-
ject “CO2BS – Coole Bäume und Sensoren (2020-2023, 
https://urban-tree-climate.sbg.ac.at/ )
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Prof. Dr. Robert Hummer
University of Teacher Education Salzburg, Austria

Robert Hummer studied history and political science at the University 
of Salzburg and at the University of Liverpool. After that he worked 
e.g. for the OÖ. Landesmuseum and for the state of Upper Austria as 
a freelancer in the areas of youth participation and political education. 
In 2007, Robert Hummer began working as a museum educator at the 
Museum Arbeitswelt Steyr, where he worked until 2018. In 2012 he 
took over the management of the area of education and communicati-
on. His tasks included the creation of education concepts as well as the 
conception and implementation of workshops and guided tours (espe-
cially for schoolchildren), educational projects and further education 
and training events in the field of historical-political learning. Robert 
Hummer has taken part in several exhibitions, most recently „Work is 
invisible“ (2018). He was also a co-initiator and long-time educational 
director of the political workshop „Demos“, a workshop center for com-
petence-oriented extracurricular political learning. Since October 2018, 
Robert Hummer has been working at the Institute for Social Learning 
and Political Education and the Federal Center for Social Learning at 
the PH Salzburg Stefan Zweig. He also acts as head of the focus area of 
social learning in primary education at the PH Salzburg and is a board 
member of the interest group for political education.
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Dr. Franz Krause
University of Cologne, Faculty 
of Arts and Humanities, DELTA 
Project, Germany

Franz Krause is an anthropo-
logist interested in the role of 
water in society and culture. He 
works as Junior Research Group 
Leader at the Department of 
Social and Cultural Anthropology and the 
Global South Studies Center, University 
of Cologne, Germany. He has conducted 
research in Finland, England and Estonia 
and currently works with the Inuvialuit 
and Ehdiitat Gwich‘in inhabitants of the 
Mackenzie Delta in the Canadian Arctic.

Prof. Dr. Sandra Milz
University of Teacher Education 
Salzburg, Austria

Prof. Dr. Sandra Milz is the head 
of the geography and economics 
department since autumn 2020 
at the Institute for Social Learning 
and Political Education at the 
Stefan Zweig University of Edu-
cation Salzburg. She studied geography and economics 
as well as Italian as a subject at the Paris Lodron Uni-
versity in Salzburg. For her diploma thesis, she traveled 
to Ecuador for three months to research the conditions 
of cocoa producers within the chocolate value chain. 
Immediately after her studies, she worked as a teacher 
in Radstadt and Hallein and worked for nine years as an 
Italian trainer in adult education.In 2015 she started her 
job as a doctoral student in the didactics of economic 
geography and economics and did her doctorate on Ap-
ril 1, 2020 at the Paris Lodron University in Salzburg on 
the topic „Concepts of economic education for general 
education“. Her research interest is reflected in her cur-
rent project work, which ranges from the development 
of innovative teaching materials for economics lessons, 
their provision on online platforms, to scientific surveys 
on subjective concepts of students. She is also active in 
various national and international research networks 
and works on a textbook project for secondary level I.
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Dr. Subin Nijawan
Goethe University Frankfurt, 
Germany

Dr. Subin Nijhawan is a researcher 
in the PolECule project, a collabo-
rative project with the Department 
of Social Science Education. At the 
same time he is a teacher for English and Politics & Eco-
nomics (also bilingual in English) at the Heinrich-von-Ga-
gern-Gymnasium in Frankfurt. He also holds a Masters 
in International Studies from the School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS), University of London

Dr. Thao Phuong Nguyen
Hanoi National University of Educa-
tion, Faculty of Geography, Vietnam

Dr Thao Phuong Nguyen is currently 
a lecturer at the Faculty of Geogra-
phy, Hanoi National University of 
Education, Vietnam. She obtained 
her PhD in geography education in 2019 at the Uni-
versity of Muenster, Germany. Her research interests 
include Education for Sustainable Development, Geo-
graphy education, Pedagogies, and Competency-based 
education. She has published articles in highly regarded 
international peer-reviewed journals and book chapters 
under prestigious publishers. She has also served as a 
reviewer for renowned international journals.
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kevin O’Connor
Mount Royal University, Chair for the 
Department of Education, Canada

Dr. Kevin O’Connor is an Associate 
Professor and Chair for the Depart-
ment of Education, at Mount Royal 
University, Canada. He has taught in 
elementary and secondary schools and was educational 
administrator for 15 years. Much of his current research 
and publications are based on the synthesis of multi-sen-
sory pedagogy and interdisciplinary curriculum through 
the integration of experiential and place-based learning, 
science field studies and Indigenous education.
Dr. O’Connor is the National Chair of the Canadian Asso-
ciation of Teacher Education CATE- Self-Study in Teacher 
Education Practices S-STEP group, NASA-GLOBE Canada 
Country Coordinator, serves as an editor and reviewer 
for numerous education research journals worldwide 
and sits as an Advisory Board member on the Canadi-
an Research Institute for Social Policy CRISP, European 
Scientific Institute ESI and The Paulo and Nita Freire 
International Center for Critical Pedagogy.
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Prof. Dr. Leif Östman
Uppsala University, Sweden

Leif Östman, PhD, is professor of curriculum studies 
(“didactics” in Swedish) at Uppsala University. He is 
one of the founders of the research group SMED 
(Studies of Meaning-making in Educational Dis-
courses) and the current director of SMED and the research school 
GRESD (Graduate School for Education and Sustainable Development). 
He is also a member of the Swedish National Commission for UNESCO 
and reviewer of the network Environmental and Sustainability Educa-
tion Research at the ECER conference.
Since 1987 he has been actively involved in teacher training and stu-
dent supervision, has developed courses at different levels and has 
developed and participated in different forms of cooperation with tea-
chers, schools, NGOs and governmental departments in Sweden and 
internationally. He introduced curriculum theory to science education 
research in Sweden and is one of the founders of research on envi-
ronmental and sustainability education and comparative didactics in 
Sweden.
He is the author and co-author of research papers, books, book chap-
ters and textbooks (both in Swedish and in English) on science edu-
cation, environmental and sustainability education, body pedagogics, 
moral and political dimensions of teaching and learning, history of 
teaching traditions and the interplay between intra-personal, interper-
sonal and institutional dimensions of learning.

Miriam Remy 
Coordinator for the 
network of FREI DAY 
schools in North-
Rhine Westphalia
Projekt manager, 
Germany

Since September 2022, Miriam Remy 
has been a member of Margret Rasfeld’s 
team of “Initiative Schule im Aufbruch”, a 
network of schools all over Germany who 
are committed to progressive teaching 
and learning formats, participation and 
empowerment of young people, and 
sustainability. Miriam is trained as a tea-
cher for secondary schools and has been 
active in the field of teachers’ training, 
school development and education for 
sustainable development since 2013. Her 
goal is to build up a network of schools in 
North-Rhine Westphalia who are commit-
ted to the Whole School Approach and 
empower young people to take an active 
role in the great transformation of our 
societies. 
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Prof. Dr. Marco Rieckmann
University of Vechta, Faculty of 
Education and Social Sciences, 
Department of Education, Germany

Dr. Marco Rieckmann is Professor 
of Higher Education Development 
at the University of Vechta. He serves also as Presiden-
tial Advisor on Sustainability at the same university. His 
main areas of research are: education for sustainable 
development, global education, and sustainable univer-
sity development. He is Representative of the German 
Educational Research Association (GERA) in the council of 
the European Educational Research Association (EERA). 
He is lead author of the UNESCO publication “Education 
for Sustainable Development Goals. Learning Objecti-
ves“ (2017) and member of the editorial boards of „ZEP 
– Zeitschrift für internationale Bildungsforschung und 
Entwicklungspädagogik“ and “Sustainability Science”.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Harry Louis Roddy
University of South Alabama, Faculity 
of Modern and Classic Langs & Lit, 
Langauge Resource Center, United 
States of America

Harry Louis Roddy is Associate Pro-
fessor of German at  the University of South Alabama. 
He has published scholarship on German  writers Rolf 
Dieter Brinkmann, Hans Henny Jahnn, and Heiner Mül-
ler. He is currently working on a manuscript  addressing 
questions of masculinity and trauma in the work of 
Brinkmann, Jahnn, and  Rainer Werner Fassbinder. He 
also has an MFA in Poetry and Poetry Translation  from 
Drew University. His translations of German poets Far-
had Showghi,  Nadia Küchenmeister, and Daniela Danz 
have appeared in multiple  journals, including The Mas-
sachusetts Review, New England Review, No Man’s Land, 
The Carolina Quarterly and Sequestrum. He lives with 
his family in Mobile.
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Maris Saagpakk 
Tallinn University, Department 
for German Cultural History and 
Literature, Estonia

Maris Saagpakk is Associate Pro-
fessor of German Cultural History 
and Literature at Tallinn University. She 
focuses in her research on Linguistic 
landscapes, German language didactics, 
postcolonial studies, Baltic-German li-
terature und culture, autobiographical 
writings, and History of Translation. Over 
the last 8 years, she has been active in dif-
ferent fields of Teacher training at Tallinn 
University and in the development of the 
Foreign Language Teacher curriculum.

Johanna Rütt
University of Cologne, Faculty of 
Mathematics and Natural Science, 
Insitute of Geography, Germany

Johanna Rütt is a research fellow 
in economic geography at the 
University of Cologne‘s Institute of Geo-
graphy. Her research interests include 
sustainable supply chains, socio-ecologic 
transformation, and circular economy. 
Recently, she has worked on uncertainty 
analysis of life cycle assessments and 
evaluated the compatibility of diet carbon 
footprints to climate targets.
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Judith Schmidtlein
University of Cologne, Green Office 
Initiative, Germany

Judith Schmidtlein is the project 
leader of the Green Office Initiative 
of the University of Cologne which 
tries to establish an Office based on the 
Green Office Model. She is part of the 
Department of Ecology of the students’ 
union executive committee (AStA) and 
the steering group for “Fairtrade” which 
is coordinating the title “Fairtrade Univer-
sity Cologne”. She is currently doing her 
Master of Education. 

Prof. Dr. Cornelia Shaimemanya
University of Namibia, Educa-
tional Research and Education 
for Sustainable Development, 
Windhoek, Namibia

Prof. Cornelia N.S. Shaimema-
nya (PhD. Science Education) is a Fulbright Scholar and 
alumnus of Florida Tech. She served as UNESCO Edu-
cation Specialist in 2011, University of Namibia Director 
of Postgraduate Studies 2012 to 2015 and UNESCO De-
velopment Specialist (2018).  She is currently Associate 
Professor of Educational Research and Education for 
Sustainable Development at the University of Namibia.  
Her areas of interest include environmental science, 
science education, educational research, environmen-
tal education, education for sustainable development, 
teacher education and postgraduate supervision. Shai-
memanya had been the Editor-in-Chief of Namibia Edu-
cational Research Association (NERA) Journal 2007 to 
September 2015 and had served on the Editorial Boards 
of Namibia Continuous Professional Development (CPD) 
Journal and Journal for Studies in Humanities and Social 
Sciences. She is currently a Reviewer for UNISA Africa-
nus: Journal of Development Studies and Environmental 
Development Journal.
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Dr. Mathilde Shihako
University of Namibia, Faculty of 
Education, Rundu, Namibia

Mathilde Shihako holds Doctor in 
Education, specialising in Higher 
Education and Adult Learning. Currently serves as the 
Head: Academic Affairs for the University of Namibia, 
Rundu Campus supervising three faculties, namely edu-
cation and Human Sciences, Commerce, M anagement 
& law, and Health Science & Veterinary medicine where 
the School of Nursing fall. Served as the Deputy Director 
for Academic Affairs and Research for Rundu Campus 
from 2016 to 2021, served as the Deputy Dean in the 
faculty of education, Rundu Campus from 2012 to 2015. 
Have M Ed, and B Ed honours degrees, HED (1V), and 
ECP (II). Lecturing Educational Research & History of 
Education to the year 2 education students.
Areas of interest: Higher education, adult learning, 
history of education, educational research, curriculum 
studies, assessment and evaluation, and sustainable 
development & global learning.

Simon Spengler
Goethe University 
Frankfurt, Depart-
ment for Didactics of 
Biosciences, Blue Pla-
net Project, Germany

Simon Spengler is currently studying 
the subjects English and Politics as well 
as Economics at the Goethe University 
in Frankfurt to become a teacher at 
secondary schools. He will finish his stu-
dies next year. Since 2018 he have been 
working as a student assistant at the de-
partment for political education. Within 
this time, he have helped to organize the 
two student conferences #climonomics 
and #savetheblueplanet which focussed 
on the topics of sustainability, climate 
change and biodiversity.“
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Prof. Dr. Marcel Vorage
Salzburg University of Education Stefan 
Zweig, Educational programm for 
primary and secondary school, Austria

Marcel Vorage is lecturer at the Salz-
burg University of Education Stefan  Zweig, focussing on 
the interdisciplinary use of natural sciences,  geography 
and economics and it‘s didactics. Next to his work at the  
Salzburg University of Education Stefan Zweig, Marcel  
Vorage is a teacher at the secondary school MS Berg-
heim bei Salzburg,  where he mainly teaches Mathema-
tics, Geography and Economics, Nature and  Technics as 
well as Chemistry and Physics. After finishing his B.Sc., 
M.Phil. and Dr. in Economics in the  Netherlands, he 
completed a B.Sc. and M.Sc. in Biology and Environmen-
tal  Science as well as a B.Ed. and M.Ed. in Geography 
and Economics in  Austria. In cooperation with colleagu-
es from all over Austria, he is involved in  writing the new 
curriculum for the first four years of secondary school  
in Geography and Economics. 

Jessica Lee Wah
Mount Royal Univer-
sity, Faculty of Health, 
Community and 
Education, Department 
of Education, Canada

Jessica Lee Wah works in the Department  
of Education at Mount Royal University 
(MRU) in Calgary, Alberta, Canada  as the 
Administrative Assistant. Jessica gradua-
ted from MRU in 2016  with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree. She is excited about visiting 
Germany  and learning about sustainabi-
lity in teacher education.




